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The People’s Land Policy is a project to develop discussion and debate 
about what kind of land reform we need. By bringing together a range of 
people to discuss land and the issues that affect them we hope to 
contribute to the building of a broad-based, radical movement for land 
reform. 
A key part of our work is to consider what we would like to see in a Land 
Reform Act for England, learning from the Welsh and Scottish 
experience. We would also like to work with land campaigners in Wales 
and Scotland in order to achieve more radical land reform. 

Participants in the project include individuals involved in a variety of 
grass roots groups campaigning around community empowerment and 
anti-gentrification, planning, housing, food and growing, and the 
environment.  

We originally produced a pamphlet called Working Towards a People’s 
Land Policy. We distributed thousands of copies and held a series of 
workshops and seminars which brought forth a wealth of views, ideas, 
and inspiration from a wide variety of people.  

The result of this process is this Manifesto. Trawling through all the 
material we have gathered over several years, we have brought 
together the key ideas that emerged, ones that resonated with many 
people and could inspire and motivate an embryonic movement for land 
justice.  

This document is a contribution to the development of a campaigning 
manifesto. It will be developed through feedback and discussion as part 
of a grass roots land justice movement, embedded in the community and 
the struggle of ordinary people for a better world. In addition, much 
more work needs to be done on the practicalities of translating general 
ideas into actual changes on the ground.  

It is through acting together in struggle that we formulate and develop 
ideas and begin to take the first steps towards the systemic change we 
need. This manifesto is one of those steps. 

Please contact us to give us your views, thoughts, ideas… 
peopleslandpolicy@gmail.com 

 

 

 



 

Why We Need Land Justice 
‘Land’ is all the earth’s resources: the physical surface of the earth, both 
land and water, urban and rural, what lies beneath, and the atmosphere 
above. Land is also more than its physical attributes. Land is home to 
people and other species. It contains history, memories, stories, dreams 
and aspirations. It is a ‘place’ that people are rooted in, the context in 
which their lives are played out. 

However, for centuries land has been an economic asset for a small 
minority, its value determined by how it is used and priced by the 
market, displacing the majority - physically, economically, socially, 
politically and culturally. The process of dispossession can be seen in 
the Norman Conquest, the enclosures, the Industrial Revolution and the 
rise of capitalism, and colonial expansion. 

Land Grab 

In recent times, land grabs by corporations and investors, means that 
how land is used depends on what makes the most profit, eg luxury 
housing developments, high rise offices or vast shopping malls. The 
needs of ordinary people, for quality truly affordable housing, locally 
produced food and markets, green spaces, and healthy, resilient 
communities are ignored. Improving the state of the natural 
environment- increasing places for nature and biodiversity and tackling 
pollution- is also pushed to the side as it is not a money-maker.  

Struggle for Land Rights 

People have continually struggled for land rights around the world. 
Scotland has passed two land reform acts as a result of campaigns. In 
England, we have seen the tradition of the Diggers and Levellers and, 
more recently, This Land is Our Land and the Land Justice Network. 
However, the system of capitalism and colonialism remains 
fundamentally the same.  Systemic changes, with a re-evaluation of the 
concept of land ownership and the role of the market, are needed to 
ensure that land is managed and used for the benefit of all, including 
future generations and other species.  

  



 

Alternative Vision 

Our alternative vision sees land as a ‘Commons’. This means that land is 
a common inheritance, a gift of nature to benefit all in which we act as 
stewards or caretakers so that it can sustain us both now and in the 
future. The Commons is a social process, a community of people who 
work together within democratic and fully participatory structures to 
ensure ecologically responsible production and equitable distribution of 
the land’s wealth and to create resilient communities of care, embedded 
in place. 

Imagination and New Structures 

Many struggles are struggles for land justice. However, currently we are 
divided and fragmented into our own separate campaigns, eg housing, 
food or environment. In addition, capitalism and the colonial legacy 
have pursued divide and rule policies. Ensuring that all voices are heard 
will require imagination and new structures and ways of doing things.  

In this manifesto we have selected three areas of struggle to show how 
land reform is central to effective change: communities, homes and 
place, food and resources, and the ecological crisis.  

  



 

Communities, Homes and Place 
Land must be used to create places in which humans thrive, with good 
quality, accessible and affordable housing, land for recreation and 
growing, workplaces and community spaces.  

1. Development of places need to be seen as a public or common good 

• Land and resources need to be under the control of the people, not 
corporations. 

• The financialisation of land, in which land is seen as an investment 
opportunity, must be ended. This can be facilitated by moving to 
separate the land itself from what is on that land and the creation of 
land trusts, whether national, regional or local.  

• Increased regulation and limits on buy-to lets, buy-to-leaves, second 
homes and Airbnbs so that more housing is available for homes for 
local communities. This will also reduce investment demand for land.  

2. Integrated approach to the development of land 

• Planning needs to see the land as a place, made up of all aspects of 
human life: community meeting spaces, land for recreation and 
growing, work space, and general community services, integrated 
with housing. 

• These places must be managed and developed to enhance the natural 
environment and to contribute to reducing CO2 emissions. This 
would mean: retrofitting rather than demolition wherever possible, 
zero-carbon new-builds, and the protection and enhancement of 
places for nature.  

 
3. Provision of public housing 

• Creation of a National Housing Service to oversee the provision of 
public housing. 

• Decoupling the provision of public housing from the development of 
homes for the commercial market. Developments on public land 
should be limited to provision of housing as a common good.  

  



 

4. Homes that give security, autonomy and control for all homes 
whether socially or privately rented or owned 

• Increase provision of housing by Community Land Trust or Co-ops. 
This gives communities opportunities to own the land in perpetuity 
while at the same time providing security and autonomy to home 
owners and tenants.  

• Security for tenants, giving long-term tenancies and powers to be 
involved in decision-making about their homes.  

• People who own their own homes to act as stewards of the land, in co-
operation with their neighbours and wider community.  

5. Creation of democratic, participatory and accountable structures 
for making decisions about places that enable people to co-produce 
and co-govern resources 

• Use inclusive local community and neighbourhood plans to help 
ensure that decisions benefit everyone. 

• All community resources, whether housing, local markets, or 
community centres, to be under the control of local people to ensure 
they are well-run, accessible and affordable to all.  

• Use of models of participatory democracy and the Commons 
(including land assemblies) need to be developed and supported with 
education at all levels of the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Food and Resources 
The land produces the key resources we need to survive. These need to 
be seen as common goods, not as sources of profit.  

1. Changes in systems of farming and distribution of food 
 

• Move away from industrial agriculture to farming based on 
agroecological principles  

• Food to be seen as a right and a public good, which will entail moving 
away from the role of the market in determining prices and 
distribution 

• Facilitate the development of direct relationships between growers 
and eaters through the creation of food hubs, shortening supply 
chains, and enhancing the role of local markets and small enterprises 
reducing the role of supermarkets 

 
2. Challenge power relations in land ownership, control and access, 

and working relationships 
 

• Increase in agroecological farms in the hands of co-operatives, 
communities, and small farmers in both rural and urban settings 

• Develop local rural and urban access plans, identifying land that can 
be used for growing, led by local Land Assemblies 

• Facilitate the aspirations of all those who want to become involved in 
land-based work, increasing both numbers and diversity of land 
workers by providing both the land and the training 

• Good incomes and working conditions for land-based workers with 
improved provision of housingz 
 

3. Localised and Decolonised Food Systems 
 

• Transform the international trading system from its basis in 
capitalist and colonial relations and enable local people, including 
indigenous communities, to take control of food production and 
distribution 

  



 

• Develop resilient localised food systems with short supply chains, 
with just solidarity trade for foods that cannot be grown here 

• Land workers throughout the world will be supported to develop 
socially and economically just agroecological food systems, with 
localised control through reciprocal learning and advocacy.  

 
4. Resources to be developed and managed for the public good 

 
• Water resources should be in public hands, managed by the local 

community, in partnership with those working in the industry, and 
be part of a national strategy for flood control.  

• Resource extraction must be part of a national land use strategy and 
not in the hands of profit-motivated corporations. We need minerals 
and wood but their extraction must be linked to environmental and 
social objectives, with the interests of future generations kept in 
mind. 

• There must be a Just Transition in order to assure the interests of 
communities and workers.  

 
5. Education for Land Stewardship 

 
• Move towards a culture where caring for the land stewardship is both 

viable and valued as creative occupation through widespread 
educational programmes at all levels 

• Expansion of educational opportunities and training for those 
wanting to engage in land-based work.  

• Use of food hubs as places where communities can come together to 
learn about food and farming as well as sharing cooking skills and 
meals.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Land and the Ecological Crisis   
 
The way land is used impacts critically on the environment. Land is 
currently seen as a resource for profit and the consequences for nature 
and people are devastating.  
 
1. Ecology needs to be at the centre of a land use strategy.  

 
• Create an accessible database in order to see the balance between 

environmental-friendly or destructive practices.  
• The concept of the ‘rights of nature’ should be used to inform 

strategy. This means that the well-being of the Earth as a whole is 
central when making decisions about land use. This could be 
enshrined in law.  

• Nature could be given a monetary value (natural capital) as a way of 
ensuring its value to the public is included when making planning 
decisions. However, this cannot be used in isolation from other ways 
of looking at the value of nature, values that cannot be quantified.  

• End carbon-offsetting and carbon credit trading as a way of achieving 
environmental goals. Decisions on land use need to be based on what 
is good for the environment, not be linked to making profit. 

 
2. Expand areas of land for nature, including in urban settings.  
 
• Identify the amount of total land needed for ecological restoration as 

part of the national land use strategy. This can include to some 
extent enhanced biodiversity within other land uses, eg agroecology 
and agroforestry.  

• Identify targets for tree cover.  It is not a question of the number of 
trees, but creating large enough areas of joined up tree cover to make 
a difference to biodiversity. 

• Reduce the prevalence of land for shooting grouse as part of a peat 
restoration and flood control schemes.  

• Local communities to be given powers and funding to act as stewards 
of wild land, its enhancement and restoration (rewilding).   
 

  



 

3. Develop a strategy to make the transitions from fossil fuel to 
renewable energy within the next 10 years 

 
• Any use of renewables must actually help reduce carbon emissions 

without reliance on a colonial-based extractive system and without 
depletion of other key resources, such as rare earth minerals.  

• The main focus should be on reducing energy consumption rather 
than simply substituting other energy forms that cause their own 
environmental and social harms.  

• Give communities the ‘right to say no’ over harmful resource 
extraction developments.  

• Develop a strategy of Just Transition to ensure the protection of the 
livelihood of communities and workers.  

 
4. Develop an extensive and well-resourced education programme 

for all its citizens, in schools, colleges, universities, and adult and 
community education 

 
• Increase understanding of how humans are an integral part of 

nature, discuss the narrative of extractivism and draw on ideas and 
practices from indigenous people. 

• Provide opportunities for people to become citizen scientists and take 
responsibility for the health of the land in their localities.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Bringing it all together: moving forward for land justice 
Inequality of land ownership, access and control underlie the main 
issues we face: community and housing, food and resources, the 
environment. We need to come together and demand that land is used 
for the common good rather than a source of profit for the few. By 
campaigning for the following core issues, we get to the root of the 
problem and increase the effectiveness of all our struggles.  

1. National Land Strategy 

• Compile a complete, accessible, and transparent land registry of 
ownership and use so we know who owns what and what it is used 
for. We would then be able to understand the extent of inequality and 
to critically assess current land use.  

• Strategy to be developed with the greatest possible participation of 
everyone in society, especially those who have been traditionally 
excluded from decision-making.  

• Establish a network of Land Assemblies at local and regional levels 
that covers ownership, land rights, land management and the use of 
land, both rural and urban. This will be necessary because there may 
be different ideas on the common good (housing, food, nature) and 
structures are needed so that people work together to accommodate 
different views on how land should be used and managed.  

• Strategy must be based on the concept of Just Transition in which 
changes to land use must be accompanied by support for the 
livelihoods of those affected by these changes. 

 

2. View land as a common resource that belongs to all 
 
• End the financialisation of land as a source of profit, speculation and 

investment by reforming the planning system and strictly regulating 
who buys land and what they can use it for. 

• End off-shore ownership 
• Stop agricultural land being a way to avoid inheritance tax.  
• Stop all sale of public land. All land owned by the national and local 

State (eg NHS, Network Rail, MOD and Crown Estates) should be 
used for promoting social and economic justice and the long-term 
interests of society.  

  



 

 
3. Expand the amount of land in public, community, and co-

operative ownership 
 

• Reduce the concentrated and highly unequal land ownership. There 
should be a limit on the size of land ownership with any excess 
transferred to the public for redistribution to those who will use it 
for the common good. This policy could be supported by making 
large-scale land ownership and speculative buying economically 
unviable through the tax system.  

• Change the powers to compulsory purchase land in order to meet 
land reform objectives, expanding public and community land 
ownership and promoting land used for the common good rather 
than private profit.  This should be at the existing use value rather 
than potential or ‘hope’ value. 

• Support community and co-operative land stewardship through a 
well-financed ‘right to buy’ or ‘community stewardship’. Land 
would be owned by the public but the local community or a group of 
farmers/growers would manage the land and any assets on that 
land.  

• Resources that have been privatised, such as minerals and water, 
should be returned to public ownership and developed in keeping 
with the national priorities for environmental and social aims, and 
not for profit. 

• Land owned by ‘the public’ does not mean simply putting land into 
the hands of the national or local State. If land is to be owned by 
‘the public’ then citizens must be fully involved in making decisions 
and managing that land, making use decentralised structures such 
as Local Land Assemblies.  

 
 

  



 

Land Justice Action: Things to do 
 
It is vital that people come together to campaign on the issue of land, 
which affects all the struggles people are involved in. It is important 
that we make the issue of land as a whole a key focus, rather than just 
housing, food, or the environment.   
 

• Consider how land injustice impacts on what you are involved in, 
eg the sell-off of public land in housing and growing campaigns. 

• Make links with other campaigns and bring people your 
community together in local land assemblies 

• Get involved in a Land Justice group. Currently there are groups 
in Yorkshire (landjusticeyorkshire@gmail.com) and Cambridge 
(cambridgelandjustice@protonmail.com).  

• Set up a land justice group (or similar) in your area.   
• Have a look at the campaigns and organisations on this Ecosystem 

map put together by Shared Assets: 
https://kumu.io/SharedAssets/uk-land-justice-ecosystem-
map to see if there is something in your area that you could get 
involved in.  

• Get involved in the Right to Roam campaign: 
https://www.righttoroam.org.uk 

• Other organisations worth joining if appropriate: Land Workers 
Alliance for land-based workers urban and rural 
(https://landworkersalliance.org.uk) and London Mining 
Network which supports communities fighting against global 
mining corporations based in London 
(https://londonminingnetwork.org) 

• See the People’s Land Policy website for more resources and links 
to groups and campaigns (www.peoplesland policy.org). Get 
involved in the People’s Land Policy.  
Contact Us: peopleslandpolicy@gmail.com 
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